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Update

On February 28, 2025, Governor Kathy Hochul signed into law Chapter 97 of the Laws of 2025,
which serves as a chapter amendment to Chapter 609 of the Laws of 2024. This amendment
limits the obligation of a municipality to maintain and regularly update an official webpage, as
described below, to municipal corporations “having a population, as shown by the latest
preceding decennial federal census, equal to or greater than one thousand five hundred
persons.” The amendment states that municipalities with a population less than one thousand
five hundred (1500) persons “shall comply with the provisions of this section to the extent
practicable.” In addition, the amendment states: “a municipal corporation that hosts its official
website on another municipal corporation’s “.gov” Uniform Resource Locator (URL) will satisfy
this section’s requirement to maintain an official website with a “.gov” domain name.

Finally, the Chapter amendment states that this obligation will not take effect until one year
after it is signed into Law.
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On December 21, 2024, Governor Kathy Hochul signed into law Chapter 609 of the Laws of
2024, amending General Municipal Law §§ 300 and 30(7). Beginning on June 19, 2025, all
municipalities must maintain and regularly update an official webpage utilizing a “.gov” domain.

Among other posting requirements, municipalities must post
e notices of all “municipal elections, public hearings, and public meetings including regular
board or legislative meeting,”
e the “agenda and minutes of municipal meetings” as required under the OML,
e jts codes, local laws, and resolutions, and
e “documentation pertaining to its most recent annual financial reports, current year
budget, most recent independent audit report and most recent fiscal performance plan
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or multiyear financial plan,” as required under State Finance Law §54(g), unless such
information is exempt from disclosure under § 87(2) of FOIL.

The Committee offers several points of clarification regarding the interaction of Chapter 609
with the OML. The OML does not require public bodies, including municipalities, to create or
follow agendas. Section 106 does require all public bodies to produce minutes. In our opinion,
when read together with Chapter 609, municipalities are now required to post either minutes
or unabridged video or audio recordings or unabridged written transcripts to their webpages
within the statutorily required timeframes. If recordings or transcripts are posted in lieu of
minutes, minutes must still be produced and available within the required timeframes.

Section 103(e) additionally requires public bodies to post all records which are “scheduled to be
the subject of discussion” at an open meeting at least twenty-four hours before the meeting.
See Disclosure of Records Scheduled for Discussion at Open Meetings for further discussion of
that requirement. In our opinion, a meeting agenda, should one be created, is a record
scheduled to be the subject of discussion and must, therefore, be posted to municipal
webpages accordingly.

Additionally, § 104(6) provides that “[w]hen a public body has the ability to do so, notice of the
time and place of a meeting given in accordance with subdivision one or two of this section,
shall also be conspicuously posted on the public body's internet website.” Reading that
language together with Chapter 609, when the public body is part of a municipality, it must
post meeting notices to its webpage.

Lastly, any municipality having approved the limited use of videoconferencing permitted under
§ 103-a must post the required “written procedures governing member and public attendance”
as well as copies of recorded meetings on its webpage within five business days of the meeting.
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